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Academic Palliative and Supportive Care 
Study Group (APSCSG) 

The Academic Palliative and Supportive Care 

Study Group was established in the Summer of 

2004 by Professor Mari Lloyd-Williams who is 

principal investigator for this study. Other 

principal investigators are Professor Sheila Payne, 

who is Help the Hospices Professor in Palliative 

Care at Lancaster University, and Dr Joanne Reeve 

from the University of Liverpool.  

What Are We? 

We are a group of university-based researchers 

who work in close partnership with hospices, 

service-users and  the NHS. The main aim of 

our group is to study the problems faced by  

people with cancer and other  life-limiting illness, 

so that we can enhance our understanding 

and  improve your services.  
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In a nutshell... 

T 
he study 

involves 

meeting 

with one of our 

researchers 

either here or at 

your home for a 

first interview, 

followed by 4 

short telephone 

interviews.  

We will be talking to lots of different people 

with cancer. If you are attending your hospice 

day-care unit or complementary therapy clinic, 

you may be eligible to take part.   

Ask your nurse for more details. 

Our goal is to interview 420 patients about how cancer affects them 

TARGETS 

Who will be taking part? 

We will be asking patients attending hospice day care 

units across the North West of England and Wales if 

they want to take part in our research. 

We need 420 people to help us with this study.  

If you want to help us reach this target then please ask 

one of your hospice nurses for some more information. 
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420 

The research 

The research is funded by the BIG Lot-

tery. Patients who give their consent to 

take part will be interviewed and asked 

to complete three short questionnaires 

on four separate occasions. This is to see 

how things change over time.  

30 so far... 

One of the studies we are currently working on is 

about emotional health in advanced cancer. We 

know that being ill can affect your mood and that 

sometimes people can get depressed. We want to 

learn more about why some people get depressed 

and what helps people feel better or worse.  

What Are We Doing? 



Current Research Partners 

 

St Luke’s Hospice, Sheffield 

http://www.stlukeshospice.org.uk/ 

 

St John’s Hospice, Lancaster 

http://www.sjhospice.org.uk/ 

 

Hospice of the Good Shepherd, Chester 

http://www.hospiceofthegoodshepherd.com/ 

 

Hospice of St Mary of Furness, Ulverston 

http://www.stmaryshospice.org/ 

 

St Luke’s Hospice, Winsford 

http://www.stlukes-hospice.co.uk/ 

 

University of Lancaster 

http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/ihr/research/ioelc/ 

 

University of Liverpool 

http://www.liv.ac.uk/primarycare 

Research Partners 
We have been working  closely with a 

number of hospices across the region. 

The staff and patients at these units 

have made us feel very welcome. Look 

at the column on the right for a list of 

all the hospices that have been helping 

us so far. 

We have been visiting the hospices 

regularly so that we can get to know 

the staff and the patients. If you see us 

in your hospice, please feel free to 

have a chat with us.  

Patients have also been directly in-

volved with this study from the design 

of the initial research proposal and are 

key partners in the steering group for 

this research. 
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We have been warmly welcomed by staff and patients 



With the help of our research partners, we have been recruiting pa-

tients to take part in this study since the beginning of October 2007. In  

just a few short weeks, SIXTEEN patients have kindly given up some of 

their time to help us.  

We still have a long way to go before we reach our target of 420, and 

we can’t do it without your help. So a VERY BIG THANK 

YOU to all the hospice staff and patients who are making this re-

search possible.  

 

From all the research team ,  

 

Suzanne, Claire and Tom  

Recruitment Successes The University of Liverpool 

Lancaster University 

 

 

University of Liverpool 

APSCSG 

Division of Primary Care 

Whelan Building (2.02) 

Brownlow Hill 

Liverpool. L69 3GB 
 

Phone: 0151 794 5269 

Fax: 0151 794 5604 

E-mail: suzanne.edwards@liverpool.ac.uk 

claire.chandler@liverpool.ac.uk   

 

Lancaster University 

APSCSG 

International Observatory on End 

of Life Care 

Institute for Health Research 

Lancaster University. LA1 4YT 
 

Tel. 01524 592808 

Fax. 01524  592401 

Email: tlynch2@lancaster.ac.uk 


